
^ a flexible dr^yq memhei^ ttpj^^ sprockef arirt^ 

such that said rear wheel is caused to rotate in response to operation of said engine/transmission 
assembly, wherein said flexible drive member includes an upper extent ex^tdifi|Detween the 
upper portions of said drive sprocket and said wheel sproc^^^alower extent extending 
etween the lower porpfon| of said driv^s^c^t^SnSsaid wheel sprocket; and 

a tensibnei^jxed to aMeast one of said frame and engine/transmission assembly 
against both pivotal §nd tnujslational movement with respect to said output shaft, wherein said 
tensioner contacts^Clow^r extent, and wherein said drive sprocket, said wheel sprocket, and 
said tension^flire sized and positioned such that abelyjgtbJje&gfe drive sprocket, 
sa_id_Eg£r sprocket, and^say,^^^^^^^!^ substantially constant as said swingarm pivots 
througn saia range of motion. — — — 



9. (Amended) A method for tensionin g a motorcycle flexible drive member, the 
method comprising: 

providing a motorcycle frame and a swingarm; 

mounting an engine/transmission assembly to the motorcycle frame, the 
sngine/transmission assembly having an output shaft rotating about an axis of rotation i; 
response to operation of the engine/transmission assembly; 

mounting a drive sprocket to the output shaft for rotation therej 
mounting a rear wheel to the swingarm for rotation withj#3pect to the swingarm; 
mounting a wheel sprocket tothe rear wheel for rajadon therewith; 
pivotably interconnectin^he Swingarm wifedUeast one of the frame and 
engine/transmission assembly to pentift pi\pfen5|e mc^v6ment of the swingarm in a range of 
motion about a pivot axis that is non/lollinea^im the axis of rotation of the output shaft; 

coupling the drive spr dsd^md the wheel sprocket with a flexible drive member 
such that the rear wheel rotates in xMpomt to rotation of the output shaft; 

mounting a ten^idner to at least one of the engine/transmission assembly and 
frame such that the tensio#€r applies tension to a lower extent of the drive met 

fixin&tne tensioner against transl^ with respect to 

the engine/transntffssion assemfcly^ffiS'frame; and 
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